
 

When selecting a vehicle many people are drawn largely to the appearance of the car, the features within 

and, “how much will it cost me per month?” 

With costs being commonly favourable when powered by a diesel engine it means that we see large 

volumes of diesel quotations and as a result orders.  

Manufacturers have been working relentlessly in improving their respective diesel power units, producing 

innovative low emission vehicles whilst not compromising on the performance or the appearance.   

Other benefits of vehicles fuelled by diesel can result in favourably low tax and higher miles to the gallon 

which is of course great for the business user.  

But what makes the diesel engine work and what should you do to maintain it?  

Each diesel engine is fitted with a piece of equipment called the Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF). The DPF is 

fitted to convert harmful gases and importantly to catch and remove soot particles which can build within 

the exhaust system. 

Soot particles will accumulate when the vehicle is idle and when the car is used on shorter journeys where 

the stop start function is activated. It will also form should the exhaust system fail to get hot enough to 

clear the soot particles automatically.  

To prevent this costly mistake from happening we at Fleetcare feel the below may help; 

 Sustained driving for ten to fifteen minutes where you are achieving 2000 revs per minute or more, 

generally in excess of 40mph (whilst adhering to public traffic enforcements)  

 Using a lower gear to maintain higher revs on occasion where you have been perhaps idle or in 

stop/start traffic 

 De-activating the start/stop function when doing shorter journeys 

For more information please check: 

 http://www.theaa.com/motoring_advice/fuels-and-environment/diesel-particulate-filters.html  

A common DPF warning light 

 

Whilst details regarding DPF protection are available in the manufacturer handbook please be reminded 

that it is your responsibility to conform to all instructions and recommendations in the manufacturer’s 

handbook. A failure to correctly protect your DPF may result in considerable costs to yourself. It is for these 

reasons Fleetcare wish to further point out this requirement in a separate guidance note. 

We do not want you to worry about the Diesel Particulate Filter and should you take the above measures 

on board and practice them regularly you can still enjoy all the benefits of a diesel powered car.  

If you have any concerns or queries from quotation stage through to receiving and operating your new car 

do not hesitate to get in touch with the team who will gladly assist and advise.  

Fleetcare 0114 2729 222 (option 1 for maintenance, option 3 for quotations) 

Happy Motoring…. 
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